


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE “METH” PILOT PROJECT - a resounding success 

 

 

The investment in local law and justice personnel dedicated to methamphetamine and 
other drug interdiction by the Legislature has led to: 
 
 

• Successful investigation and prosecution of drug crime in each of the three 
regions. 

• Reductions in visible drug dealing behavior and reduction in the availability 
of illegal drugs in each of the three regions. 

• Decreases in related property and violent crime in each of the three regions. 

• Monthly information sharing in each of the three regions. 
 
 
Perhaps the most heartening result in each of the thirteen counties in the three regions 
named in Senate Bill 6239 has been the renewed public confidence in the criminal justice 
system – a confidence that illegal activity will be investigated and prosecuted.  The 
public awareness of successful interdiction has increased the sense of community safety.   

 



INTRODUCTION 

 
When funding assistance for narcotics enforcement and prosecution was examined, it was 
determined that there are three geographical locations that were underserved. Those 
geographical regions were generally in the NE, SE, and SW corners of the state. The 
counties which comprise these regions had received little or no funding for multi-agency 
drug task forces.  Because of the lack of enforcement in these areas, there was little 
quantifiable evidence of the growing narcotics problem. It was a classic Catch 22. The 
counties did not have resources to dedicate to narcotics enforcement so therefore no 
statistics were generated to show the problem.  Because there weren’t any statistics, there 
was not any funding available for enforcement.  Surrounding areas which received 
assistance were applying increasing pressure on narcotics traffickers. As a result, the 
underserved regions were experiencing an even greater problem. 
 
The quantifiable information coupled with the anecdotal information and the intelligence 
information pointed to a significant problem in these underserved regions. It was 
determined that a modest effort in these regions would bring positive results. The State of 
Washington funded four additional deputy sheriffs be hired in each of the three regions 
along with two deputy prosecuting attorneys per region and one court clerk per region. 
This additional resource works as a task force to impact drug trafficking and drug use in 
their region and would work to coordinate with surrounding drug task forces. 
 

CONCLUSION: 

The NE, SE, and SW Regions of Washington were underserved by Drug 
Enforcement Efforts. 
 

Statewide, while the methamphetamine problem had increased, support for 
methamphetamine interdiction had decreased. This was largely due to a cut in federal 
funding to support the efforts. Worse, however, parts of this state have always been 
significantly underserved by existing state and federal effort. These mostly rural 
communities were seeing the impact of this lack of support and the displacement of the 
drug offenders from areas of the state with better funded drug task forces.  There are 
three general geographic areas that had suffered an increase in the effects of drug use and 
had not received any significant support in their effort to control the problem in their 
area.  
 
These areas are generally defined as: 
NE Region – Ferry, Lincoln, Pend Oreille and Stevens Counties  
SE Region - Asotin, Columbia, Garfield and Walla Walla Counties. 
 SW Region – Cowlitz, Grays Harbor, Lewis, Pacific and Wahkiakum Counties  
 

SOLUTION: 

Senate Bill 6239, Chapter 339, Laws of 2006, created an equal distribution of 
approximately $500,000 per year to each of the three regions.  Each of the three regions 
submitted an implementation plan to WASPC, WAPA, and WACO for approval.  



 

 

Summary 



 

 

 

METH COUNTIES SUMMIT 

October 2, 2007 at Stevenson 

 
Common themes emerged as the first “6239” counties met all together for the first time since passage 

of SB 6239 in the 2006 Legislative Session.  The bill provided funding for collaborative efforts among 13 

counties to crackdown on the production and use of methamphetamines.    The news is that it is 

definitely working! 

Assistant Attorney General Chris Johnson joined the group of seven prosecutors, 14 sheriffs, 10 clerks 

and WACO and WAPA staff during the 49th Annual WACO Conference in Stevenson to review the 

progress o f the meth enforcement projects, measure its success, and suggest technical or procedural 

changes if necessary.   State Attorney General Rob McKenna was instrumental in the passage of SB 

6239.  

Pacific County Clerk Virginia Leach said is best when recounting the dramatically increased workload in 

her office said, “The Sheriff is doing too good a job!”  Pacific County Sheriff John Didion responded, “I 

will like to apologize but I won’t.”   The additional funding to clerks, prosecutors and sheriffs has 

resulted in twice the number of search warrants being issued; twice the arrests made; and, more 

charges pressed against individuals arrested.  One of Pacific County’s partners, Wahkiakum County 

Sheriff Dan Bardsley commented that the communication and cooperation could never have happened 

before.  

Cowlitz County Sheriff Bill Mahoney spoke proudly of the “huge” cooperation and the team planning in 

the five southwestern counties and urged other counties to “tell the legislature now.”   SB 6239 requires 

a report to the Legislature next year.   Asotin County Prosecutor Ben Nichols warned that the early 

statistics are misleading since the startup time can be significant due to the training time for law 

enforcement and even the amount of time for undercover officers to be accepted in a community.  

In the three counties of the state where the 13 counties are located, all agreed the impact has been the 

greatest in the small counties where they have been traditionally underserved by federally funded state 

narcotics task forces.    Garfield County Sheriff Larry Bowles was lavish in his praise of the effectiveness   

of the partnership in the southeastern corner of the state, while Ferry County Sheriff Pete Warner says 

he relies on the alliances he has built with Stevens, Pend Oreille and Lincoln Counties.   

Walla Walla County Sheriff Mike Humphreys provided statistics showing drug buys in one quarter of 

2006 (with a full time drug investigator) totaling five times those in all of 2005 and reported 27 arrests in 

one sweep conducted with DEA assistance. Nearly 700 grams of methamphetamine was purchased in 

that quarter.   He shares some additional thoughts in the following article.  

Suggestions for future endeavors include provision of “front” money to law enforcement from available 

funding,” a reevaluation by area of where resources could be redistributed based upon need, and to 

request that the legislature consider a cost of living increase to funding to cover costs for personnel that 

counties can’t control. 

The bottom line:  “What a wonderful godsend to small counties.”   

 

 

 

 

 


