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SOUTHWEST REGIONAL
METHAMPHETAMINE TASK FORCE
2008 REPORT

GRAYS HARBOR COUNTY
GRAYS HARBOR DRUG TASK FORCE
GRAYS HARBOR COUNTY SHERIFF MICHAEL WHELAN

3/15/2007, GRAYS HARBOR DTF AND DEA
SEIZE FOUR AND ONE-HALF POUNDS OF
CRYSTAL METHAMPHETAMINE FROM A
BARRAGAN DTO DISTRIBUTOR FROM THE
TRI-CITIES AREA_ A
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During January of 2007, the Grays Harbor County Sheriff’'s Department
was able to place one additional detective into their multi jurisdictional Drug Task Force.
This position was created when the Washington State Legislature provided funding by
implementing the Southwest Regional Methamphetamine Task Force Initiative. The
Grays Harbor Drug Task Force consists of one supervisor, four narcotic detectives, and
one support/clerical staff member. Detectives and Sergeant are assigned from the
Aberdeen Police Department, Hoquiam Police Department, and the Grays Harbor

County Sheriff's Department.

Since the enactment of the TF Initiative, task force administrators, supervisors,
and detectives have met on a regular basis to discuss trends, intelligence gathering
techniques, and common concerns within our region. These regular informational
meetings have been a great benefit throughout our region and have assisted each task
force with criminal investigations within their jurisdiction as well as coordinated

investigations throughout our region.

These meetings have also helped to foster formal and informal lines of
communications, thereby allowing task force members to network with all other task
force members within the region and be provided intelligence related to important
investigations. All the members of the Southwest Regional Task force now use the
LINX system to share and view related criminal activity reports and current drug related
incidents. Prior to the Regional Methamphetamine Initiative, communication lines
between neighboring task forces were intermittent to non-existent.

The Grays Harbor Drug Task Force has had many successes since the
implementation of the Regional Task Force. These successes are largely due to having
additional manpower within the DTF as well as resources that task forces within our

region were able to provide. Some of these successes are as follows:
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During the early months of 2005, Grays Harbor Drug Task Force Detectives
initiated an investigation into members of a Mexican drug trafficking organization (DTO)
who were dealing large amounts of methamphetamine in the Grays Harbor, Thurston,
and Pacific Counties. During that investigation, DTF Detectives were only able to
identify and infiltrate very low levels of this family’s organization. During late 2007, DTF
Detectives cultivated several key informants who had direct ties to the leaders of this
DTO. It was believed that the DTO made up of the Barragan Family alone was
responsible for smuggling about 200 pounds of crystal methamphetamine into the
United States each month from the family’s hometown in Artega, Mexico.

The DEA Tacoma Division adopted the DTF case in late 2007 as an OCDETF
and Title Ill investigation. The investigation was given the code name “Capital
Cleansing”. Participating agencies included four of the Southwest Regional Task
Forces (Grays Harbor, Lewis, Cowlitz, and Pacific Counties) as well as the Thurston

County Narcotics Task Force.

Throughout the course of the investigation, Task Force Detectives from every
jurisdiction worked closely with each other on residential surveillance, vehicle follows,
vehicle tracking using digital technology, and intelligence gathering. Several of the Task
Forces, including the Grays Harbor DTF worked exclusively on this one case for the
entire first quarter of the 2008 year.

During the first week of April 2008, more than 300 Federal Agents and local law
enforcement officers executed approximately twenty search warrants at locations in four
counties. As a result of those search warrants, twenty-two members of the so-called

Barragan DTO were arrested. An additional nineteen other individuals associated with
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the organization faced State drug and weapons charges. By the end of the day, United
States Attorney Jeffrey Sullivan stated, “We are confident we have dismantled this
organization in Washington and the Western United States, and | don’t think it will be

rebuilt any time soon”.

Throughout the course of the Capital Cleansing investigation, there were a total
of 41 arrests; 89 pounds of methamphetamine was seized; 50 firearms were
confiscated; more than $255,000 in cash was seized; 17 court-approved wiretaps were
obtained; and 25 Federal and State warrants were executed. Thirty Federal, State, and
local law enforcement and criminal justice agencies were involved, including members

from all of the Southwest Regional Task Forces.

The success of the Capital Cleansing investigation is a prime example of what
can be accomplished when resources are made available and cooperation is provided
within a region. No one agency could have worked this case to completion. Every
participating Task Force produced and cultivated leads and evidence needed to
dismantle the Barragan DTO. All information was shared, and every Officer and
Detective assigned to the case was directly responsible for the overall success of this

investigation.

Since the completion of Capital Cleansing, crystal methamphetamine prices have
almost doubled in the Grays Harbor area, and the once readily available drug is harder
for users to obtain. We have also seen and have been told to by informants that
whatever methamphetamine can be found locally is lower quality, probably because the
dealers have to stretch their supplies by adding more non-methamphetamine cutting
agents. These conditions have prevailed throughout 2008, indicating that the street
level crystal methamphetamine dealers and users are still feeling the ripple effect of this

one investigation.



