WARRANT EMPHASIS NETS 79 ARRESTS

The Lewis Regional Crime Task Force members organized a warrant emphasis that was identified as
“Operation Track Down.” This emphasis involved individuals who had high risk felony warrants involving
methamphetamine, drug possessions, delivery and manufacturing. The Task Force partnered with ICE,
DOC, DOC Fugitive Apprehension Team, Washington State Patrol SWAT, and all local law enforcement
agencies in Lewis County. The emphasis was a huge success with over 79 individuals being placed into
custody within a two-day period in May 2008. This was the largest emphasis Lewis County law
enforcement has implemented to date. Without grant funding, to include personnel, this emphasis would
not have been feasible due to staffing issues.

TWENTY-FIVE POUNDS OF PROCESSED MARIJUANA SEIZED

Deputies from the Lewis Regional Crime Task Force concluded a two month
long narcotics investigation in the Toledo area that culminated in the arrest of
four individuals. The suspects made several deliveries of marijuana to
undercover detectives throughout the course of this investigation.

The Task Force, assisted by officers from both the Toledo and Chehalis
Police Departments, executed a search warrant on June 26, 2008, in Toledo.

Detectives seized approximately 25 pounds of processed marijuana, 22
marijuana plants, nearly $24,000 in cash, a Dodge Dakota truck and 16
firearms. The processed marijuana has an estimated street value of
$150,000.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS METH DEALER ARRESTED
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the felon got out of the vehicle and fled through nearby woods. The deputy chased him until they both fell
down an embankment where a struggle ensued. The male refused to obey commands to surrender and
continued to struggle, forcing the deputy to apply a Taser application. As the deputy was applying the
Taser, he noticed the felon was armed with a gun tucked inside his waistband. The male was able to get
up and began to flee again. The deputy chased him through the woods and into and across the
Newaukum River. The man continued to struggle with the deputy. The deputy was forced to apply
another application of the Taser, resulting in the deputy taking the felon into custody. The gun the felon
was carrying was loaded.

“I hope this sends a message to the criminals of this community who choose not to follow the law.
Eventually your crimes will catch up with you and you will be arrested. This deputy was courageous in his
actions and ensured this man was not left loose in the community to commit any further crimes”, said
Sheriff Steve Mansfield.



